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Read the latest about fellow AWSM 
members:

Jenny Cavnar
Was assigned to be “Football in San 
Diego” and “Sportswrap” reporter 
for NBC Channel 4 in San Diego for 
Chargers season and won first place for 
television/sports reporting from the San 
Diego Press Club for “Fatherhood in the 
Clubhouse,” a piece on former Padres 
pitcher Cla Meredith.

 
Juggling new responsibilities 
under new San Diego Union-Tribune 
ownership as senior news editor/
slot, while helping transition last 
major newspaper from a paste-up 
sports section to a pagination system. 
 
Michelle DeCrescenzo
Will be working for Deep Communications 
to help out with PR for upcoming ASR 
action sports trade show in San Diego.  
 
 
Married Jacob Pomrenke in a private 

ceremony Sept. 6, 2009 in La Jolla, Calif. 
Tracy is the online editor for the North 
County Times, where Jacob is a news 
desk copy editor. They both have sports 
media backgrounds, and Jacob is active 
with the Society for American Baseball 
Research.

Lauren Gustus
Named business editor at the Reno 
Gazette-Journal. She is continuing her 
responsibilities as sports editor.  
 
 
Nicole is a lecturer in the Professional 
Certificate in Digital Media in San 
Diego State University’s College of 
Extended Studies, teaching classes on 
establishing a web presence and social 
networking tools. She is also consulting 
on digital media, and debuted her blog 
in December. Find Nicole at www.
multimediamomma.com.
 
Lesley Visser
Lesley Visser, the first winner of AWSM’s 
Mary Garber Pioneer Award, granted 

an interview to MediaBistro.com and 
its “So What Do You Do?” series. She 
offered advice and perspective from her 
three-plus decades in the business.
A sample: “My advice is the same for 
men and women: Knowing the game 
and having a passion for sports are really 
non-negotiable for a long career. If you 
want to have decades, then those two are 
non-negotiable: knowledge and passion.” 
See MediaBistro.com for the interview.  
 
Danyelle White
Added a new responsibility as editor of 
Away, the Salt Lake Tribune’s combined 
travel and outdoors section on Sundays, 
to her duties as assistant slot on the 
sports copy desk.

Kelly Whiteside
USA Today’s Kelly Whiteside participated 
on a panel, “Media and Sports: It’s a 
Whole New Ballgame,” at the Yogi Berra 
Museum and Learning Center in the fall. 
The panel covered the evolving role of 
media in sports and the important role 
of new media. 

Rachel Bachman and Katy Brown
KATU’s Katy Brown and The Oregonian’s 

Rachel Bachman recently were named 
2009 sportscaster and sportswriter of 
the year, respectively, in the state of 
Oregon by the National Sportscasters and 
Sportswriters Association.

It was the first time in the 50-year 
history of the award, decided by a vote of 
local NSSA members, that a woman had 
won either category.

Brown tied with KGW’s Joe Becker in 
the voting. Oregon was the only state in 
which women won the sportscasting and 
sportswriting awards. 

The only other woman nationwide to 
win was Mary Jo Perino, a sportscaster in 
Lexington, Ky.

Brown has been covering sports for 
KATU in Portland since 2001, and has 
EMbeen sports director since 2005. 

Bachman has covered sports at The 
Oregonian for 14 years and has spent the 
past six years covering issues and trends 
in sports.

Rachel Bachman interviewing players at the Rose Bowl. Bachman was recently named 
Oregon’s 2009 sportswriter of the year by The National Sportscasters and Sportswriters 
Association. 
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Young Reporter Reflects on Locker Room Landmark
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By Jenny Vrentas, The Star-Ledger
The Thursday before this year’s 

AFC Championship Game, if you were 
a member of the New York sports 
media, there was a good chance you 
were one of the reporters packed into 
the Jets’ Florham Park, N.J., practice 
facility. Between Jets coach Rex Ryan’s 
perpetually headline-worthy press 
conferences and editors’ special-section 
demands, there wasn’t much time for 
anything else but pecking away at your 
laptop.

But around 3 p.m.—just before 
heading upstairs to meet with the 
offensive and defensive coordinators—a 
nice dose of perspective arrived via 
e-mail: The AWSM announcement  that 
Jan. 21 was the 35th anniversary of 

female reporters breaking the locker-
room barrier.

It was a cool day to be reminded of 
the landmark, because several of us had 
already happily noted how many female 
reporters were at Jets practice that day. 
In one room, we filled an entire table—
with representatives from the New York 
Daily News, The Record, Newsday, WFAN 
and The Star-Ledger, plus women from 
CBS Sports, the AP and as far as Boston 
and Denver.

I’m 25, and working the locker room 
has always been an expected and natural 
part of my job. But on a stressful day, it 
was humbling to be reminded that the 
recorder, full of interviews I had just 
gathered, was the result of a battle before 
I was born, won by the courage of women 

like Robin 
Herman and 
Marcel St. Cyr. 
And it was neat 
to see a room 
of reporters—
older and 
younger, male 
and female—
stopping amidst 
the chaos that 
afternoon to talk, for around 10 minutes, 
about our own good and bad locker room 
experiences through the years.

“We should have had a cake,” one 
female sports writer joked.

“Nah,” one of our male colleagues said. 
“Because your reward is being treated 
like everyone else.”

Vrentas




